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ABSTRACT 

Women have had a significant part in Indian history in numerous spheres of life, including 

politics. They laboriously engage in establishing programs in the upper chambers of 

government and are pivotal in combat situations. Chand Bibi was really one of those amazing 

ladies. The tragedy of our history also lies in the fact that we know veritably little about the 

accomplishments of women autocrats; rather, oblique information is supposed sufficient, 

leading to the exposure of several significant womanish characters into the mists of time. 

This runner aims to epitomize the memoir of the great monarch Chand Bibi, gather distant 

data about her, and punctuate her significant benefactions and remarkable accomplishments. 

INTORDUCTION 

Although very few women leaders have been embraced by popular culture and media, the 

story of Chand Bibi, the ruler of two of the most powerful Deccan Sultanates, has been 

compiled into a 100-word plaque outside her tomb. Not only was the Deccan queen able to 

rule two states despite constant rebel generals, but she also initiated the Deccan confederation 

and defended them twice against the Mughal army. 

EARLY LIFE 

 The extraordinary tale of Chand Bibi, the ruler of Ahmednagar, Bijapur, and Golconda, is 

worth mentioning. Chand Bibi was the daughter of Hussain Nizam Shah I of Ahmednagar, a 

sultan, and Chand Sultana, his Hindu wife, welcomed her into the world in 1550. Because of 

her physical resemblance to her mother, she was given the name Chand Bibi. 

As part of a military alliance between the two nations against the kingdom of Vijaynagar, she 

was married to Sultan Ali Adil Shah of Bijapur while she was just a teenager. Chand Bawdi 

was named for her. Her husband had built a step well, or bawdi, close to Bijapur's eastern 

border. 

CHAND BIBI PASSIONS AND PASTIMES 

She was multilingual, speaking Marathi, Kannada, Arabic, Persian, and Turkish. Growing up, 

She has excellent sitar skills. She paints flowers as one of her hobbies. The most famous deed 

of Chand Bibi is his 1595 defence of Ahmednagar against the Mughal army of Emperor 

Akbar. Sports like hawking and horseback riding also piqued her attention. 

THE REGENCY OF BIJAPUR 

When she was the Bijapur Sultana, she distinguished herself by supporting her husband in his 

military ventures and participating in the day-to-day administration of the state. Chand Bibi, 

the 9-year-old nephew of Sultan Adil Shah, took over as regent after the latter died in battle. 

Three attempts at usurping the throne were foiled by her in the few years before Ibrahim Adil 

Shah II, the young king, secured majority. She was initially targeted for removal from her 

position by her trusted minister Kamal Khan. In response, Chand formed an alliance with 
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Haji Kishwa Khan, another nobleman. Nevertheless, after a few years, he developed a similar 

thirst for power and incited the nobility to rebel. Ultimately, he declared himself Sultan and 

locked her and the young Sultan up in the Satara fortress. 

But he was unable to solidify his position among the nobility, who plotted Chand's 

downfall. Chand appointed Ikhlas Khan, a Habshi minister and the leader of the conspiring 

generals, as regent and maintained him as a close ally. But after a few months, unrest 

returned as Ikhlas Khan proclaimed dictatorship. Sensing weakness, Golkonda and 

Ahmadnagar, two nearby states, launched an attack. Ikhlas Khan lost the ability to 

repel this combined assault and gave Chand back control of the group. She called on the 

Maratha forces to cut off the enemy's supply lines, forcing the Ahmadabad-Golkonda force 

to retreat, demonstrating her talent for forging alliances and military strategy. 

Sultan of Ahmadnagar, the brother of Chand Bibi, wed Khadija Sultana of Bijapur in 1582. 

Chand came home and appointed General Dilavar Khan as her regent. 

THE REGENCY OF AHMADNAGAR  

Once more, Chand's brother was slain in combat with Mughal Prince Murad not long after 

she arrived. As a result, Chand became his regent and his young son the heir. However, 

Ahmed Shah, at 12 years old, was crowned king by rebellious nobility Mian Manju. He 

called Prince Murad's troops to Ahmadnagar in order to counter the generals' strong 

dissatisfaction and plots. Mian Manju realized his error quickly, but it was too late to cancel 

the Mughals' invitation. He handed up control to Chand Bibi. 

There was a ready and cohesive army waiting for the Mughals when they arrived. 

Encircling the fort with five mines was Prince Murad's plan for seizing control of it. There 

are rumours that Chand Bibi, along with her generals, removed two of the five mines before 

they detonated in order to protect her homeland and cheer up her famine-stricken soldiers. 

To lead her troops against the Mughals, she also made an extraordinary move by running out 

of the palace while wearing a veil and a sword. Their ability to attack the Mughals nonstop 

until their supplies ran out was made possible by the strategy she came up with. Fearing 

mutiny within his army, Prince Murad made the decision to engage in talks and accept a 

small region in exchange for peace. 

As her father had done to build a confederate against the Mughals, Chand Bibi went out to 

the other Deccan Sultanates during this time of calm. The combined might of all the Deccan 

states therefore confronted Prince Murad when he tried to surreptitiously acquire 

Ahmadnagar's periphery towns the next time. Despite winning this fight, Prince Murad was 

summoned back by Akbar prior to reaching the city. 

The Deccan confederate, now known as Sultana Bibi, became to such a powerful force that 

Emperor Akbar personally led the next invasion effort. This proved to be disastrous since it 

happened at a time when the region was experiencing intense internal instability and many 

generals and groups were battling to overthrow Chand. At such a moment, the Sultana chose 

to bargain rather than risk her life fighting the Mughals. However, the soldiers and the 

nobility plotted to remove Chand Sultana and marched into her chambers to assassinate her 

when news got out that she was ready to submit rather than prepare for combat. 

Regrettably, this will show to be the final straw for her. According to one narrator: “Hamid 

Khan, one of the top officers in the stronghold, and the head of a contrary body, came to 

know of this, and at formerly ran into the thoroughfares, blurting that the Queen wished to 

betray the people. The hyperexcitable and turbulent dogfaces of Ahmadnagar, forgetting all 
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the noble devotion which Queen Chand had always shown, at formerly assembled in front of 

the palace. Headed by Hamid Khan, they rushed outside, brand in hand, and not chancing the 

Queen in the followership hall, they broke open the private apartment. There they were 

brazened by this valorous woman who was undismayed, though she saw that the end had 

come. Too agitated to hear to her, the crowds rushed on, and Hamid Khan cut her down, and 

so failed Chand Bibi, one of the noblest characters in the History of India.” 

A few months after her death, the sultanates were seized and absorbed into the Mughal 

empire. 

CHAND BIBI'S LEGACY 

Generally speaking, the grandeur of a woman's progeny is considered her legacy. However, in 

Chand Sultana's instance, the key was the unity of the Deccan sultanates, which together 

comprise the state of Maharashtra today. She was virtually forgotten throughout history, 

although paintings depicting her hawking are kept in the Metropolitan Museum of Arts. 
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Abstract: 

 Women empowerment is responsible for the socioeconomic development process which 

enables them to realize their equal rights, potentials and control over resources that affect their quality 

of life. The subject has been discussed across Indian states including Karnataka State as well. The 

present research attempted to explore the socioeconomic conditions and determinant factors which 

affect women empowerment. The present study was carried out in the northern part of the state i.e 

Belagavi and Vijayapura District in the month of March 2019. The study collected 120 samples from 

the study areas and Binary Logistic Regression method was used to estimate socioeconomic 

determinant factors of women empowerment. Study results showed that women empowerment 

significantly linked with sex of the household head, employment status of women, educational level, 

resource ownership, and wife’s cash   earnings associated with women empowerment in the study. The 

present study supports socioeconomic opportunities empower the women’s productivity in terms of 

decision-making process, economic independence, access to material resources and intellectual 

development of their self-development. Altogether, women empowerment allows societal 

development in the long-run.  
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INTRODUCTION: 

Empowerment of women is a socio-economic process which enables women to realize their 

rights and potentials to assert their equal access to and control over resources (social, political, material, 

human and intellectual) and factors which affect their lives. Empowerment essentially entails the 

transformation of the structure or institutions that reinforce and perpetuate gender discrimination. After 

independence of India, the constitution makers and the national leaders recognized the equal social 

position of women with men (Hajira Kumar & Jaimon Varghese, 2005).  

Now the women in India enjoy a unique status of equality with the men as per constitutional 

and legal provision. But the Indian women have come a long way to achieve the present positions. The 

concept of empowerment flows from the power. It is vesting where it does not exist or exist 

inadequately. Empowerment of women would mean equipping women to be economically 

independent, self-reliant, have positive esteem to enable them to face any difficult situation and they 

should be able to participate in development activities. The empowered women should be able to 

participate in the process of decision making (Hazarika, 2011). 

Reasons for the empowerment of women Today we have noticed different Acts and Schemes of the 

central government as well as state government to empower the women of India. But in India women 

are discriminated and marginalized at every level of the society whether it is social participation, 

political participation, economic participation, access to education, and also reproductive healthcare. 

Women are found to be economically very poor all over the India (Kar, 2003). A few women are 

engaged in services and other activities. So, they need economic power to stand on their own legs on 

per with men. Other hand, it has been observed that women are found to be less literate than men 

(Nadīm Ḥasanain, 2011). According to 2011 census, literacy rate among females is 65.5 per cent 

whereas the literacy rate among males is 82.1 per cent. 

Thus, increasing education among women is of very important in empowering them. It has also noticed 

that some of women are too weak to work. They consume less food but work more. Therefore, from 

the health point of view, women folk who are to be weaker are to be made stronger. Another problems 

is that workplace harassment of women. There are so many cases of rape, kidnapping of girl, dowry 
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harassment, and so on. For these reasons, they require empowerment of all kinds in order to protect 

themselves and to secure their purity and dignity (C  N Shankar Rao, 2012). To sum up, women 

empowerment cannot be possible unless women come with and help to self-empower themselves. 

There is a need to formulate reducing feminized poverty, promoting education of women, and 

prevention and elimination of violence against women (C  N Shankar Rao, 2006).  

This study thus aims at how socioeconomic and demographic factors shape women’s empowerment 

in Karnataka and attempts to contribute to the government’s efforts to mainstream the gender 

dimension into the states development policies and programs. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW: 

The review of literature helps to understand the notional background of Socio-economic 

determinants of women empowerment through demographic characteristics and socioeconomic factors 

which influence on women's empowerment that suggests when women have a larger role in decision-

making in household well-being. 

Women empowerment vitally focus on control over resources that refer to physical, financial, 

human and intellectual resources, also agency control that infers the capability and freedom to make 

individual life-choices, further functioning achievements related to individual preferences (Sell & 

Minot, 2018). Notation behind women empowerment refers to making self-decision for themselves. 

The dimensions of women’s empowerment must focus on control over women’s earnings and 

household decision-making powers within the family system. There were many factors effect on 

women participation in the decision-making process in the household management (Heckert & Fabic, 

2013).  

Women control over economic resources enabling them to establish rights which directly effect 

to empower them in an autonomous decision-making process (Acharya, Bell, Simkhada, van 

Teijlingen, & Regmi , 2010). Zegenhagen, Ranganathan, & Buller (2019) study Evidence on 

women's empowerment suggests that women must have a larger role in decision-making, household 

well-being improvement. Further Control over women’s earnings and household decision-making 

understands that women's empowerment associated with household characteristics. Azra Batool, 

Ahmed, & Qureshi (2017) study observed that demographic variables determine the women’s 

economic empowerment. Study indicated demographic determinants age, education, employment, 

income, and property ownership significantly predicts the women’s economic empowerment. 

In another study Saravanakumar & Elizabeth Varakumari, (2019) observed that women 

empowerment is better in urban environment than rural environment. Study found that there is a strong 

need to create awareness and training in rural setting for better productive life. Further, Akram (2017) 

study observes that age, living in urban areas, education of women, participation in paid job, ownership 

of assets, wealth index of the household, number of children and media awareness have positive 

relationships with different empowerment dimensions. In addition, family relationship quality is just 

as influential as other well-known determinants of agency, including education and employment 

(Allendorf, 2012).  

Samanta (2020) study indicated that a woman’s marriage status decides her relation to the 

household head and joint family residence created conditions of restricted freedom in terms of her 

mobility, decision making and sociality.  Further, Debnath (2015) study observe that household 

structure estimates the effect of joint versus nuclear household structure in the family system on the 

autonomy of women empowerment and their participation. The heterogeneous instrumental variables 

namely income, caste, and region found that women living in nuclear households have greater 

decision-making power as compare to joint family. 

Obayelu & Chime (2020) empirical study observed that most of the decisions were made by 

the women's spouses.  Study observed that majority of the rural women were disempowered than men 

and agency had the highest relative contribution to women's disempowerment. Husband's education 

and wife age were inversely associated to women's empowerments while her education, household 

size and being the household head were directly related to it. 
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women’s participation in family decision-making is affected by asset ownership. Assets 

generate utility for income and consumption, store wealth, buffer shocks, increase labor productivity, 

serve as a visible sign of status, and be transferred to future generations. Enhancing women's ownership 

of and control over physical and financial assets improves their bargaining power within the household, 

makes them more economically independent, and increases their control over income generated by the 

assets (Pradhan, Meinzen-Dick, & Theis, 2019, Valera et al, 2018). Women empowerment 

embedded by property rights that robust effectively woman social relations and status.   

According to Khan (2020) women employment had legitimate authority to perform the 

decision-making process. Study observed positive associations between the empowerment of women 

and employment, this helps in decision making process with their husbands in household purchases, 

daily household purchases and property. 

However, there are significant gaps between literature and actual practice at the community 

level. Contextually women empowerment is associated with demographic characteristics of Women’s 

age, Residence (Urban and Rural), Completed years of marriage, Number of living children, Family 

type (Joint and Nuclear) and Sex of household head (Male and Female) decides the empowerment 

level. Empowerment is the capacity of women in decision making for a healthier, progressive and 

constructive future of the family. While, socioeconomic factors like ownership of house, employment 

status, educational level, resource ownership, men’s education, men’s occupation and Wife’s cash 

earnings compared with husband’s cash earnings factors influence on women empowerment. At this 

juncture, the objective of this study is to investigate the relationship between women’s economic, 

social, and demographic status and two dimensions of women’s empowerment, among currently 

married women age 21-49 in Karnataka. 

 

STUDY AREA: 

Recognising the importance of women empowerment for holistic socio-economic development, the 

Government of Karanaka has over the years made consistent efforts to improve the quality of life of 

women. The present study chosen Belagavi division includes the Belagavi and Bijapur. Belagavi is an 

important district in the state of Karnataka. Belagavi is now marching with a tag of fast growing, this 

district redeveloping with a population of 4,779,661 of which male and female were 2,423,063 and 

2,356,598 respectively. In 2001 census, Belgaum had a population of 4,214,505 of which males were 

2,150,090 and remaining 2,064,415 were females. In 2011, Bijapur is an important 

commercial district in the state of Karnataka. Bijapur had population of 2,177,331 of which male and 

female were 1,111,022 and 1,066,309 respectively. In 2001 census, Bijapur had a population of 

1,806,918 of which males were 926,424 and remaining 880,494 were females. In this study, emphasis 

is made on women’s empowerment at the state level in a household-based analysis that considers only 

social and economic aspects.  

 

METHODOLOGY: 

The data was collected through survey method. The sampling procedure was based on 

convenience. The study observed {(y1, x1), … , (yi, xi), … (yn, xn)} are a random sample from the study 

area. The sample consisted of females mainly from Belagavi and Bijapur Districts from North 

Karnataka. The data has been collected through semi-structured questionnaire; sample size consisted 

of 120 women (60 from each District). The respondents were married females the age group of 18-49 

years. This questionnaire has been taken from previous studies. 

. Logistic regression analysis is similar to linear regression analysis except that the outcome is 

dichotomous (yes/no) often coded as 0 or 1, where 1 indicates that the outcome of Yes is present, and 

0 indicates that the outcome of No interest is absent. Logistic regression is used to analyze relationships 

among variables namely dependent variable and independent variables, which may occupy continuous 

or categorical in nature (Gujarati, 2003). 

The binary logistic regression model is 

Yi = E(Yi|Xi) + εi          (1) 

Where, 
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 E(Yi|Xi) = Pi =
1

1+e−(β0+β1X1+β2X2+⋯βiXi)
      (2) 

β0 = the constant of the equation 

βi = the coefficient of the predictor variable i 
εi = the error term  

pi= probability success  

1 − pi= probability of failure 

Odds ratio =
pi

1−pi
          (3) 

 

Taking natural log of equation (3) 

Li = ln (
pi

1−pi
) = β0 + β1X1 + β2X2 + ⋯ βiXi     (4) 

From the above equations the logit transformation linked to the dependent variable to the set of 

explanatory variables. The dependent variable is now ln y /(1 − y), a quantity known as the logit. The 

logit increases by β∗ unit for every unit increase in x, holding other constant which is observed in the 

equation 4.  Present study employed dummy variables. If xd  is a dummy variable, x̅d is the proportion 

of the sample with xd=1. The predicated probability at  x̅d is between the predicated probability at 

xd=1 and xd = 0. In the present study all variables were treated as dummy variables and some were 

actual variables. The following table 1 explains the Socio-economic determinants of women’s 

empowerment dimension in the study area. 

Table 1 Socio-economic Determinants of Women’s Empowerment Dimension 

Variables Definitions Description 

yi 
Control over women’s earnings and household 

decision-making 
Yes=1 and No=0 

1. Demographic Characteristics 

β1xWA Women’s age Respondent Actual age 

β2xRE Residence (Urban=1 and Rural=0) Yes=1 and No=0 

β3xCYM Completed years of marriage 
Actual completed years of 

marriage 

β4xNLC Number of living children 
Actual Number of living 

children 

β5xFT Family type (Joint =1 and Nuclear=0) Yes=1 and No=0 

β6xSHH Sex of household head (Male =1 and Female=0) Yes=1 and No=0 

2. Socioeconomic Factors 

β7xOH Ownership of house (Women=1 and Men=0) Yes=1 and No=0 

β8xWES Women Employment status Yes=1 and No=0 

β9xEL Educational level Actual Educational level 

β10xRO Resource ownership (Women Property) Yes=1 and No=0 

β11xME Men’s education Actual Educational level 

β12xMO Men’s occupation 
Agriculture=1, Industry=2 

and Service= 3 

β13xWCE 
Wife’s cash earnings compared with husband’s cash 

earnings 
More=1 and Less=0 

Source: Primary Data  

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION: 

The following tale 3 estimates Determinants of Women’s Empowerment in the study area i.e Bijapura 

and Belagavi. 

Table 5.1 Socio-economic Determinants of Women’s Empowerment in the study area 

Wep Coef. Std. Err. z-Value 

β0 -10.855 7.882 -1.38 

β1xWA 0.839 2.217 0.38 
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β2xRE -0.13 0.289 0.45 

β3xCYM -0.372 1.147 0.32 

β4xNLC 0.024 0.278 0.09 

β5xFT 0.529 0.261 0.02 

β6xSHH 0.566 0.248 2.28** 

β7xOH -0.27 0.26 1.04 

β8xWES 0.774 0.276 2.80** 

β9xEL 8.84 3.789 2.24** 

β10xRO -0.44 0.265 1.66*** 

β11xME -1.104 3.313 0.33 

β12xMO 0.076 0.187 0.41 

β13xWCE -0.561 0.258 2.17** 

Notes: Dependent variable: Women Empowerment, SE = Standard Error. 

ρ < 0.001∗; ρ < 0.05∗∗; ρ < 0.01.∗∗∗ 

 Source: Primary Data (Author Calculation) 

 

The results observe that women empowerment significantly linked Sex of household head, 

Employment status, educational level, Resource ownership and Wife’s cash earnings. Remaining 

variables were nor associated with women empowerment in the study area. The pseudo R2 value 0.101 

supports less support women empowerment in the study area. Women’s Empowerment Dimensions 

of control over women’s earnings and household decision-making does not impact on Women’s age, 

Residence (Urban and Rural), Completed years of marriage, Number of living children Family type 

(Joint and Nuclear), (Male and Female), Ownership of house, Men’s education and Men’s occupation  

 

CONCLUSION: 

Thus, the present study is initiated to Karnataka State work on Women’s Empowerment to 

realize their full potential and to live a life of dignity and choice, and are able to participate in the 

process of decision-making as equal partners to influence the process of social change. A policy must 

be creating in an effective and gender-responsive framework through the formation and strengthening 

of the relevant institutional mechanisms to enable the process of gender mainstreaming in all policies, 

programmes and practices which shall ensure equal rights and opportunities for women in all spheres: 

private and public. 
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